
Fur, Feathers, & Feet - The Right Tools for the Job

Activity Snapshot:
● Animals are CONSUMERS!  Meaning, we need to consume food for energy.

○ Herbivores primarily consume plants and plant-matter,
○ Carnivores consume primarily meat, and
○ Omnivores, like us, can consume a mixture of both plants and animals.

● Play the role of a Nature Detective, using clues called adaptations
● Special mouthparts work like tools to make catching or gathering preferred food

easier.

Goal:
To successfully deduce which animals have which type of mouthparts, and what sort of
food they could reach/catch/consume with it.

Time Recommended:
15-30 minutes

Materials:
● Supplementary Activity Sheets
● Writing tool.

Instructions:
1. Print out the supplementary activity sheets provided below.

2. Follow the instructions on each sheet to match the animals to their adaptations.

3. Write out one tool you might use in your life that could be similar to some of
these adaptations. How do you use it? Is it similar or different to how an animal
might use it?
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4. BONUS: As an extended activity, you could attempt to collect different tools
around your house that match the adaptations you learned about, and try them
out for yourself!  Gather 4 or 5 different tools, and then 4 or 5 different kinds of
‘food’, such as a bowl of cereal, slippery spaghetti, tiny cotton balls…whatever
you have lying around.

a. Test your beak-tools out on each different food item. Which ones worked
the best?  Why?

Additional Materials:
Supplementary Worksheet: Mammal Adaptations Quiz: Teeth!
Supplementary Worksheet: Avian Adaptations: Beaks as Tools
BONUS: Supplementary Worksheet: Avian Adaptations: Beaks, Wings, and Feet!
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Closing Questions:
1. What did we learn?  What are some adaptations that these animals displayed?

2. So what?  Why are these adaptations important for the animals to survive?

3. Now what? What tools might you use in your everyday life that are similar to
these animal adaptations?  How do they help you succeed or survive?
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